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Resource 
conditions / setting

Essentially all natural;
preserved cultural sites

Predominantly natural;
preserved cultural sites

Natural setting modified 
for development;

 preserved cultural sites

Visitor experience
orientation

Self-reliant resource based 
recreation with moderate 

to high level of 
personal challenge

Resource-based recreation
with minimal level
of conveniences

Resource-based recreation
with user-friendly facilities

Principal activities

Hunting

Hiking, horseback riding,
river use, primitive camping

Yes - no vehicles

None

One-lane, graveled; not for
recreational use

Usually two-lane, graveled Usually two-lane, paved

Visitor education, 
interpretation, orientation

Interaction/encounter rate
with others

Management effort to 
achieve and maintain unit

conditions

General facility types

Trails

Off-road motor vehicle use

Roads

Intensive; resource 
protection focus

Trails, primitive 
camping areas

Dispersed network;
modest, although portions 

may be hardened for 
resource protection

Connector trail;
modest, although

 portions may be hardened 
for resource protection

Connector trails; short 
loop systems, convenient 
trail heads; may be built 

to sustain heavy use

Trails, unpaved roads,
primitive camping areas

Trails, paved roads,
visitor information, overlooks,

improved campgrounds

Moderate; 
visitor management focus

Intensive; 
visitor management focus

Very occasional;
possibly none

Occasional;
somewhat expected

Frequent; expected

Generally off-unit On-and off-unit
On-unit; most 

personal services 
in this unit

Yes - vehicles allowed 
on designated routes

Vehicles allowed 
on designated routes

Vehicles allowed 
on designated routes

Yes - vehicles allowed 
on designated routes

Hiking, horseback riding,
river and lake use, 
primitive camping

Driving/sightseeing,
hiking, horseback riding,

river access, camping

Primitive
Recreation

Unit

Backwoods
Recreation

Unit

Enhanced 
Recreation 

Unit
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Editor's note
Maps must be downloaded separately.
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Concept

Element

No formal concept.
Current management

Rustic and natural.
Conveniences available 

in selected areas

Primitive recreation, 
backwoods recreation, and

enhanced recreation

Primitive recreation, 
backwoods recreation, and

enhanced recreation

Variety of 
recreation opportunities.
Conveniences available 

in many areas

Gorge and plateau,
per legislation

Legislatively defined gorge Legislatively defined gorgeN/A

N/A 75% of plateau

20% of plateau.
Scott SF = 5% of plateau

30% of plateau.
Scott SF = 5% of plateau

65% of plateau

N/A

Yes, essentially undefined Yes, defined by 
management unit

Guided by 
management units

Guided by 
management units

Yes, defined by 
management unit.

More than "A"

Case-by-case, based on
gorge/plateau division

Addressed by 
legislation only

Addressed by 
legislation and management

unit prescriptions

Addressed by 
legislation and management

unit prescriptions

Included for comparison
purposes only

Management Units
applied

Primitive Recreation 
Unit application

Backwoods Recreation 
Unit application

Enhanced Recreation 
Unit application

Potential for additional 
development and use?

Distribution of additional 
development and use

Development and 
use limits

No Action
Alternative A Alternative B
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Consequences on

Long term integrity of
natural systems

Resources threatened by
uses inside and outside 
National Area.  Specific 
projects provide benefits

Resources threatened.
 Specific projects 
provide benefits

Adequate to many key
resources but quality

 is being compromised

Growing understanding, 
but significant 

misunderstandings 
and disagreements remain

Higher potential for 
understanding through better

definition of area
management

More sustainable levels of 
visitors / benefits through

more realistic expectations
coming from sharing of more

focused long term goals

Clearer direction would 
provide greater consistency.

Alternative is generally
consistent with known goals

Development actions would
potentially have  minor direct 
and indirect effects on soils, 

vegetation, wildlife, water
quality, air quality and 

cultural resources.  

Some benefits, 
but less than 

communities expect

Continuing confusion, 
except in some 

specific instances

No additional 
development
(status quo)

Still threatened, but greater 
potential benefit from 

more focused 
strategic management

Still threatened, but greater 
potential benefit from 

more focused 
strategic management

Enhancement through 
comprehensive strategies; 

additional development 
in several areas but 

considered rustic as a whole

Enhancement through 
comprehensive strategies; 

additional development 
in several areas 

(more than "A"); more 
emphasis on recreation activity

Same as "A"

Same as "A"

Same as "A", but 
higher potential

Same as "A", but 
potentially more area 

affected by facility 
development

Still threatened and higher 
levels of use and specific 
impact, but more strategic 

management would 
benefit natural 
system integrity

Still threatened and higher 
levels of use and specific 
impact, but more strategic 

management would 
benefit natural 
system integrity

Long term integrity of
cultural systems

Visitor experience and 
access to National Area 

resources

Public understanding of
National Area resources 

and management

Economic contribution
to the surrounding region

Consistency with the 
plans of others

Development sites

No Action Alternative A Alternative B
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